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Family Engagement Is… 

a shared responsibility in which schools and other community agencies and 
organizations are committed to reaching out to engage families in meaningful 
ways and in which families are committed to actively supporting their children's 
learning and development.

continuous across a child’s life and entails enduring commitment but changing 
parent roles as children mature into young adulthood.

Effective family engagement cuts across and reinforces learning in the multiple 
settings where children learn- at home, in prekindergarten programs, in school, in 
after school programs, in faith-based institutions, and in the community.

National Family, School & Community Engagement Workgroup, 2010 



Why Family Engagement

“Students come from many different family structures…However 
configured, however constrained, families come with their children to 
school. Even when they do not come in person, families come in 
children’s minds and hearts and in their hopes and dreams. They 
come with the children’s problems and promise. Without exception, 
[schools] have explicit and implicit contact with their student’s 

families every day.”  

Joyce Epstein







IMPACT OF FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

Family involvement is positively linked to children’s literacy and math skills in 
preschool, kindergarten, and the early elementary grades. 

Parents from diverse backgrounds, when given direction, can become more 
engaged with their children on literacy and math activities – and that their 
children can increase their reading and math skills, on average, more so than 
children whose parents are operating without support or direction. 

Van Voorhis, F. L. ,Maier, M.F., Epstein, J.L. & Lloyd, C. M. (2013) The impact of Family Involvement on the Education of Children Ages 3 to 8.: A 
Focus on Literacy and Math Achievement Outcomes and Social-Emotional Skills. MDRC. 



REAL TALK ABOUT FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Source: The Importance of Family Engagement, IRIS Center, Vanderbilt University



ESSENTIAL 
CORE 
BELIEFS

§All families have dreams for their children and 
want the best for them. 

§All families have the capacity to support their 
children’s learning. 

§Families and schools staff  are equal partners. 

§The responsibility for cultivating and sustaining 
partnerships among school, home ad community 
rests primarily with school staff, especially school 
leaders. 

Source: Powerful Partnerships: A Guided to Engaging Families for Student Success, 
2017



REFLECTIVE PRACTITIONER
ASSET BASED VS. DEFICIT MINDSET ABOUT FAMILIES 

COMPARISON BETWEEN THE APPROACHES  

ASSET BASED                                                                                         DEFICIT BASED 

Strengths Driven                                                                                                   Needs Drive 
Opportunity focus                                                                                                 Problem focused  
Internally focused                                                                                                 Externally focused
What is present that we can build upon?                                                         What is missing that we must go find? 
May lead to new, unexpected responses to community wishes?               May lead to downward spiral of burnout, 

depression, or dysfunction

Source: Engaged Scholar, Module 4 Asset Based Community Engagement, University of Memphis 



www.dualcapacity.org 





PARTNERSHIP 

Families & schools 
working together. 



Two- Way 
Communication

Mutual Respect  & 
Trust 

Positive Relationships 
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